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Recreate Nature from Debris —Third Millennium Park in Bogota, Columbia
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Bogota, the capital city of Colombia, has ex-
perienced in the last eight years a series of
changes that, driven and financed from the
national and city government under a holistic
land-use plan named Plan de Ordenamiento
Territorial or POT, led to a remarkably posi-
tive urban transformation. This plan had many
action programs whose main objectives were
the enhancement and revalorization of public
space and the reconnection of the original
natural structure of the city with the urban grid.
What primarily propelled these actions was the
quite chaotic and environmentally degraded
state in which the city had fallen into, during
the last decades. Today, with the renovation
of many spaces, the restoration of existing
wetlands, the reforestation of the streets and
the construction of new parks and green spac-
es, the city possesses a different and much
refreshed image.

Among the new constructions, Parque del
Tercer Milenio or Third Millennium Park ap-
pears as an example of a social urban project
that completely changed the face of a histori-
cally very problematic area. This project was
framed into the “Plan for an urban parks sys-
tem revitalization and reforestation”, one of the
POT’s main action programs, and was put into
action after a quite controversial decision.

The area, just a few blocks away from the
capital’s major governmental institutions, used
to be one of the most dangerous spots in Bo-
gota’s, rife with drugs, prostitution, and crime.

The city government demolished almost 50
acres of squalid housing, relocated residents
and moved elderly people and children into
care centers, all of which was pretty ques-
tioned but, in the end, turned into the reborn
of a central area and the generation of new
green open spaces for a neglected neighbor-
hood.

The building approach of this new park was
shaped, as a chief priority, as a low cost and
low maintenance project, thus applying sus-
tainable materials and techniques.

One of the first decisions was that of recycling
and reusing the debris and rests of the site’
s demolition works. In fact, the most relevant
landscape strategy for this park consisted on
the optimization of the existing soils’ manage-
ment as well as of those resulting from the
demolition and readapting them for the site’s
new profile.

The edges of the new park were thought of
as green slopes that would act as sound and
wind barriers. These slopes, built from con-
struction debris, have two different finishing
treatments on their two sides; a concrete pan-
el, facing the street, retains the soil that, slop-
ing down towards the inner side of the park,
is planted with groundcovers and flowering
vines. The slopes, of approximately nine-foot-
high, achieve a 10-decibel reduction of street
noise and, on the other hand, generate a mi-
croclimate inside the park that allows planting
tree species which are more sensitive to the
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winds than those planted on the surrounding
streets.

In addition, this artificial topography creates a
visual frame for the distant landscape of the
Guadalupe and Montserrat hills, so typical of
the urban image of Bogota city.

The planting plan also relies heavily on low-
maintenance species, featuring native trees
to provide shady retreats, large groups of
shrubs, and colorful vines and groundcovers.
In Bogota, the Cerros Orientales or East Hills
(a ridge that unfolds from the Andes Moun-
tains and rise to almost 12,000 feet) are cov-
ered with an extensive native flora that goes
from large trees to different kinds of mosses,
lichens and grasses at the highest levels. In
order to create a natural green connection
with this local formation, the planting plan for
Third Millennium Park is characterized with
the use of those same trees.

In the first place, the two major streets and the
two avenues that outline the site were planted
with large species that create a green framing
network for the area. This connection has both
a visual and an environmental purpose; in
fact, these planted streets were named “envi-
ronmental axis” in the project. With time, these
planted streets together with the strong pres-
ence of groups of cedros (Cedrela montana)
associated with pinos romerones (Podocarpus
oleifolius), gaques (Ciusia spp) and sangre-
gaos, inside the park, have proven to be natu-
ral attractors for local birds and avifauna. As
a result, the sounds inside the park are more
related with the natural image of Bogota than

with that of the chaotic surrounding urban life.

Also as part of the planting plan, the park features some “Memory
Gardens” (Jardines de la Memoria) that want to thematically allude to
some historical grounds and landscaping arrangements of houses of
Bogota; they were planted with the same native species that used to
shape those original places but that disappeared through local urban
degradation processes. The “agrarian garden”, for instance, exhibits
fruit trees very emblematic of private gardens in Bogota, papaya (Carica
papaya), tree tomatoes (Cyphomandra betacea) and cherries (Prunus
sp) are some of the chosen varieties; the “foggy garden” is planted with
tree species with which water creates a very special effect, such as
alisos (Alnus jorullensi), gaques (Ciusia sp) and caucho (Hevea bra-
siliensis or rubber tree) and the “grasses garden” shows Cortaderias,
Festucas and Paspalum species.

The use of natives not only creates a very significant link with the local
landscape of the city but with its environmental interactions. In this way,
growing and maintenance conditions become less exigent and general
costs are considerably reduced.

The finishing materials for paths and large surfaces of the park were
also an object of attention to keep costs low. Crushed-clay was chosen

for the footpaths and groundcovers and grasses for the slopes and

some open areas; homogeneous beds of shrubs complete the surfaces
of the park which, following with the low maintenance planting plan,
were selected for their easy development conditions.

Water is another meaningful incorporation to the Third Millennium
Park. Actually, water has always been a key element of the original
structure of Bogota; wetlands, streams and rivers, which with time
and unplanned urban development were respectively fragmented and
transformed into underground canals, had initially constituted the natu-
ral face of the city.

For this reason, the project incorporated contemporary water features
that recall natural and cultural associations within the site. In the past,
two rivers - Rio San Francisco and Rio San Agustin - met at the exact
location where the first section of the park was built and now, at this
same spot, the park offers two shallow rectilinear pools. The pools, of
approximately 75 feet long and 15 feet wide, have a simple layout and

were built with concrete, eliminating any other expensive finishing ma-

terials; they’re are aligned end to end within a crushed-clay plaza and, in
each pool, water flows down a series of shallow steps. The place is usu-
ally crowded with kids that walk around and try to get wet.

Third Millennium Park revives traces of old Bogota and its iconic scen-
ery while keeping the social component with which was originated and
implemented. Local residents, from adjacent areas and nearby neighbor-
hoods, now have access to an open area and a number of recreational
activities that weren’t even possible to imagine in the past. Moreover,
the complete eradication of one of the most negative urban spots of the
city provides the option of generating new ties, new meanings and new
behaviors deeply related with a positively shaped public space. Although
the project is still being settled and the building process was quite con-
troversial, this new possibility of public life turns into the most important
project’s achievement.

This park is probably not visually stunning but it is certainly environmen-
tally friendly and particularly remarkable from a social and functional
perspective. Materials, planting and constructive techniques constantly
followed the necessary objective of keeping the construction into the
available budget, yet creating a good and necessary product.
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